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Abstract 
 Land has numerous utilizations however its 
accessibility is constrained. Amid the early broad 
nourishment deficiencies happened all through 
Travancore. Thus, the government opened forestlands on 
a crisis reason for sustenance development and in 1941 
conceded select development rights known as 
'Kuthakapattam' (cultivation on a short-term lease) in 
state timberland territories. Not long after freedom, India 
chose to re-sort out state limits on an etymological 
premise. The State reorganization period carried with 
Tamil-Malayali fight for control of the High Ranges. The 
Government of Travancore-Cochin started settlement 
programs in the High Range zones with a specific end goal 
to change the territorial semantic adjust. Pattom 
settlement, which was supported by Pattom Thanupillai 
service, as a piece of High Range colonization scheme. 
The aggregate settlement objective never came to. In spite 
of the plan's deficiency, dissemination of settlement pieces 
ceased in 1956. 
.Key words: 
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Introduction 
 The connection amongst ethnic and 
religious groups has extraordinarily affected 
relocation, woods infringements, and strife over 
land control in High Range territory. Keeping in 
mind the end goal to advance movement of 
cultivators towards High ranges Travancore - 
Cochin Government presented help conspire in the 
High Range Taluks of Devikulam and Peermede. It 
included different sorts of help plans, for example, 
money advances, house building credit, advances 
for buy of domesticated animals' and farming 
actualizes loans.etc Thus it made relocation High 
ranges, backwoods infringement and strife over land 
control in the territory. The investigation likewise 
centres point of High Range Colonization Scheme 
and its usage and the verifiable introduction service, 
interstate governmental issues and so forth. 
Objective of the study 
The fundamental goal of the article is to feature the 
historical backdrop of settlement and land control in 
Devikulam and Peermede Taluks in previous 
Travancore - Cochin amid the State redesign period. 
It centres the foundation of the province at Kallar as 
a piece of High Range Colonization Programme 
Methodology 
The article, arranged in view of both 
recorded and auxiliary sources is composed 
according to the strategy for logical Historical 
Research. The strategy took after is clear and 
contentious in nature.  
The previous province of Travancore – 
Cochin had a zone of 58, 52,000 acres of land. Of 
this 55% is delegated possessed and the staying 
45percent as vacant territories. The general 
thickness of populace before the revamping of states 
in 1956 was as high as 1965 for every square mile 
i(ascertained based on the possessed zone). Since the 
state had such high thickness of populace and the 
general population were for the most part 
agriculturists, the topic of furnishing satisfactory 
land extension with offices for development had 
been felt as a difficult issue. With a view to 
alleviating over-populace and neediness, 
Government after watchful thought of every one of 
its viewpoints began a deliberate colonization 
conspire with considerable help to urge families to 
settle down in the High Ranges.ii 
The procedure of state redesign prompted 
across the board Tamil-Malayali agitation in the 
High Range zone. Likewise, Travancore-Cochin 
started the High Range Colonization conspires in 
light of the debilitated loss of the Devicolam and 
Peermade taluks. The official reason for these plans 
was to give land to destitute individuals from the 
fields. The hidden expectation was to move the 
etymological adjust in the High Ranges. Dynamic 
colonization ventures were begun, endeavors to 
remove prior encroachers were halted, and there was 
a basic informal consolation of Malayali movement 
to the High Ranges and the settlement of timberland 
lands. iii 
Memoranda were submitted to the State 
Reorganization Commission by Travencore – 
Cochin toward the beginning of May, 1954.' On the 
Tamil side, explanations concerned the abuse of 
Tamilians in Travancore-Cochin and their social 
contrasts from Malayalis.iv By July, fomentations 
for the division of the High Range taluks of 
Devicolam and Peermade from Travancore-Cochin 
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and their incorporation in Madras state had become 
savage. Tumults and distress over Tamil regions in 
Travancore-Cochin proceeded with intermittently 
all through 1954 and 1955. In August 1954, across 
the board savagery and shooting emitted in southern 
Travancore-Cochin. The state revamping bill was 
presented in parliament on March 16, 1956 and 
passed soon a short time later. Various Tamil-ruled 
Taluks in southern Travancore-Cochin were 
converged with Madras. The new territory of Kerala 
held the High Range Taluks and picked up the 
Malayali-commanded Malabar region from Madras. 
The High Range colonization conspire was started 
with regards to the state redesign face off regarding.v 
The objective of the High Range 
colonization scheme was to settle 8000 families on 
50,000 sections of land of land at four destinations 
in the grounds nearby Tamil Nadu. The pioneers 
were chosen from landless work class who were 
prepared to settle down forever in the squares with 
their families.vi The four provinces were Kallar, 
Marayoor , Kanthalloor, and Deviyar. The pilot 
Colony at Kallar was opened on the twentieth 
January, 1955. The reach out of the Colony comes 
to 968.76 acres.200 groups of landless farming 
laboures were settled there. viiThe Anjanad Colony 
at Marayyoor and Nachivayal Villages involving 
690 sections of land partitioned into 125 Blocks was 
begun on eleventh February 1955.viii The 
Kanthalloor Colony including the regions of 
Kanthalloor, Dandakompu, Perivayal and 
Anakalpetty. This settlement was opened on 28th 
walk 1955 and has a degree of 1000 sections of land 
involving 200 Blocks in secluded patches.ix Since 
the Blocks designated to the homesteaders at 
Marayoor were discovered inadmissible for 
development and home, Government requested to 
open another settlement in the Deviyar Coupe.73 
pioneers from Marayoor were given elective Blocks 
at Deviyar.x The reach out of land for allocation to 
every family was settled at pretty much 3 sections of 
land as the dirt in the region was observed to be very 
fruitful. In Devikulam and Kallar 480 to 2800 
hectors of terrains reviewed according to the five 
requests of the Government of Travancore Cochin. 
The Government of Travancore Cochin 
chose to build up Pilot Colony at Kallar basin to 
settle 200 families.  
 
The accompanying timetable was set up for 
the fulfilment of the plan xi 
 
 
 
 
SlNo Year 
&Date 
Scheduled Scheme  
1 27-12-1954 Commencement of 
Survey (Survey to be 
completed within ten 
days) 
2 25-12-1954
  
Applications to be 
invited by the Special 
Officer 
3 08-01-1955 Last date for receipt of 
applications.
  
4 10-01-1955 Selection of colonists and 
intimations to those 
selected 
5 20-01-1955 Formal inauguration of 
the colony. 
 
The Forest Department requested to surrender, 
1,000 sections of land from the Kallar Basin 
instantly for motivations behind the Pilot Colony. 
The utilizable timber in the territory utilized by the 
Public Works Department for the development of 
houses sheds fundamental in the settlement and the 
cost credited to the Forest Department from the 
Colonization Budget. The Special Officer for 
Colonization masterminds the review of 1,000 
sections of land and their sub-division into 5-section 
of land squares to be finished inside the time settled. 
He was allowed to cause consumption for the 
vehicle of the review staff and study instruments 
from Devicolam to the work spot so as to dodge 
postpone in transport.xii The Special Officer is 
additionally allowed to pay line-clearing charges at 
the rate of 4 annas for every chain for the overview 
of these 1,000 sections of land. Three sheds fabricate 
instantly for the utilization of the Survey Party. 
Trenches burrowed around the sheds in light of the 
fact that the region is swarmed with elephants. 
Three-furnished man from the Reserve Party at 
Kallar deputed, as Gun Men for the insurance of the 
Survey Party at Kallar. xiii 
The administration educated that the Pilot 
Colony at Kallar introduced by the Chief Minister at 
Kallar at 11 A M on the twentieth January, 1955. 
Regarding the initiation, it was chosen to print 1,000 
duplicates of the encased welcome letter (with the 
required envelopes) on red emblazoned white paper. 
The Superintendent, Government Persons is asked 
for to mastermind to print the welcome cards and 
supply them to the Special Officer for Colonization, 
Devicolam, before twelfth January, 1955. The 
Inspector General of Police is asked for to organize 
exceptional course allows for engine benefits along 
Muvattupuzha and Munnar to Kallar and from 
Kottayam and Peermade to Kallar upon the arrival 
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of the capacity. The development of a Pandal and 
Platform outfitted with adequate number of seats 
and seats and an amplifier. Endorse is additionally 
concurred to acquire a use not surpassing Rs.2,000/ 
- by the Special Officer for Survey, Settlement and 
Colonization for the introduction service. The 
consumption was charged to the sub-head "57 Misc. 
(b) and Unforeseen charges (xiii)".The Special 
Officer is permitted to draw the above sum is a 
progress on his straightforward receipt. He was 
additionally submit to Government a Memo of Cost 
for endorse when the capacity is finished.xiv 
The Special Officer needs to welcome 
applications by publicizing subtle elements of the 
plan in eight Malayalam Dailies, two from each 
District. The application shape was recommended 
by the Special Officer. Land was offered just to the 
meriting poor drawn from the landless farming work 
class. They chose pilgrims or their folks not possess 
property of the claim. Promotions in the Dailies 
made through the Director of Public Relation by the 
Special Officer.  
The determination of the 200 families for 
the Pilot Colony was made by a Committee of three 
officers comprising of the principal Member Board 
of Revenue, Director of Colonization and the 
Special Officer for Colonization. Every 
homesteader furnished with a house to be set up by 
the Special Engineering Staff for colonization. The 
cost of a house not surpass Rs. 500/ - . The Executive 
Engineer, Muvattupuzha organized the development 
of no less than 10 houses before 20-01-1955 in the 
territory chose for the colonization. Two sheds 
likewise be set up to house the settlers who can't be 
given convenience in the houses. The 
recommendation of the Executive Engineer, 
Muvattupuzha to have houses with a story zone of 
200 square feet with billings material's is affirmed. 
The Executive Engineer, Muvattupuzha, 
was approved to build two sheds each costing not 
more than Rs.2,000/ - and 10 houses each costing 
not more than Rs. 500/ - on Memo of Cost premise. 
He likewise organize the street from the Kallar 
Bridge to the Colony being made prepared before 
20-01-1955 acquiring a use of not more than Rs. 
2,000/ - . This work to be done on update of Cost 
premise. The Executive Engineer, Muvattupuzha 
approved to select the work foundation staff vital for 
these pressing things of work for a period not 
surpassing two months. The cost of setting up the 
houses, sheds, and so on required for the Colony met 
from the Colonization Budget. xv 
 
A private transport from Kumili to Kallar 
to achieve Kallar at around 10 AM on twentieth 
January and back after the initiation work at around 
1p.m. This transport benefit is to give free 
movement to the general population who might want 
to go to the capacity at Kallar. The thought is that 
endeavour the best to gather whatever number 
people as could be expected under the circumstances 
to display a vast group of onlookers for the initiation 
meeting. The bill of employing charges for the 
transport sent for instalment at the appointed time. 
A thought of the use included and any progress 
expected to close to as ahead of schedule as could 
reasonably be expected. xvi 
Portrayal got from the habitation of Kallar 
and neighbouring towns in the Devicolam and 
Peermade Taluks asking for to name the Pilot 
Colony at Kallar proposed to be opened on the 
twentieth to be named as 'Patton Colony' after its 
originator Sri Patton A. Thanu Pillai, the present 
Chief to Minister. With the goal that the province 
might be named as needs be and declared at the 
initiation..xvii 
The sub divisional officer educated to the 
Special officer with respect to the initiation service 
of and courses of action. As a piece of it, a shed and 
stage raised at kallar by the side of the Kumily 
Devikulam street and at the intersection driving the 
settlement. xviii This is the perfect place suited to the 
introduction service. It was additionally arranged 
introduce a laterite name load up at the season of 
initiation work following words encased on it 
"PATTOM COLONY" opened on 20/01/1955.xix 
The Public Works Department deputed to organize 
the amplifier. Convenience is required for the priests 
and other recognized guests to remain a while. The 
furnished save men are possessing the Kallar camp 
shed, the main building accessible in the region. 
P.Muhammed Kunju made the recorded 
thanks giving discourse at the introduction capacity 
of the Pilot Colony at Kallar on twentieth January 
1955.xx He tended to that I consider it an incredible 
benefit to connect myself with the experimental run 
program of colonization in this State and to play out 
this satisfying obligation of proposing a vote of 
much appreciated. It would have been more fitting if 
Dr.P.C. Alexander, my forerunner in of that office 
were here to release this obligation.  
P.Muhammed Kunju clarified that this 
program is one of a kind in numerous regards. I say 
so since it has been considered in the most 
exhaustive way, conceivable. We had comparable 
plans previously and they looked for just to develop 
more sustenance as their primary goal. Be that as it 
may, in this program the approach is more from a 
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sociological edge than whatever else. The conditions 
recommended and clung to in the choice of 
homesteaders have been, for example, to fill the 
exceptional need of picking the most meriting 
among the extremely poor and landless. This 
program tries to give land to every one of the chose 
settlers to a normal degree of five sections of land, 
which as per know measures, would influence a 
monetary unit for a self-supporting to residence for 
an agriculturists. xxi 
The possibility of this Pilot Colony came to 
fruition at an abnormal state meeting held at 
Trivandrum on 23-12-1954, directed by Shri.P.K. 
Kunju, Minister for Colonization. Deadlines were 
settled for the different things of work. A gathering 
of twenty-one surveyors began overview of around 
thousand sections of land inside the timberland 
meadows. On the 27th applications were welcomed 
and eighth January was settled as the last date for 
receipt of uses. A council comprising of the First 
Member Board of Revenue, the Director of 
Colonization.  
In the discourse P.K. Kunju, says that the 
province was planned to be opened by our Chief 
Minister Shri. Pattom A. Thanu Pillai whose 
essential concern is the welfare of poor people and 
the jobless. In any case, because of conditions out of 
hand he couldn't come. We are extremely sad that he 
couldn't elegance this event with his essence. May I, 
on your sake, Ladies and Gentlemen ask for the 
clergymen introduce him to pass on our gratitude to 
the Chief Minister. 
Conclusion 
The high range colonization scheme made 
extensive effects. It prompted woods infringement, 
deforestation, soil disintegration, conflict over 
control of land and so on. The thickness of populace 
changed the High Ranges into a middle for landless 
transients and some time they infringed the terrains. 
The land was isolated between the woods and 
income divisions, made perplexity. By the mid-
1950s, far reaching perplexity won with respect to 
the approval of occupation rights for a considerable 
lot of the pioneers on government forestlands.  
The division of control amongst woods and 
income offices confused observing and control of 
infringement. All the more essentially, the 
administration and lawmakers energized or, at any 
rate, disregarded Malayali infringements until the 
point that the procedure of state revamping was 
finished. Legislators and authorities benefitted from 
illicit land appropriation. Government offices could 
do little to control infringement this specific 
situation, notwithstanding when slanted to do as 
such. The High Range region was incorporated into 
the new territory of Kerala in any case, all the while, 
immense territories of forestlands were involved and 
brought under development.  
The inheritance rights likewise made 
confusion. The woodland division formally 
possesses the trees, in numerous zones, while the 
income office claims the land. Cultivators involve a 
lot of this land. More finished the re-distribution of 
squares for the homesteaders proceeds for a long 
stretch..  
The land was given on rent unbounded of 
time imposing a pattom comparable to "Essential 
Tax". The privilege of the renter is heritable yet not 
alienable". The rent is liable to cancelation in case 
of distance or abandonment. Tenants are to involve 
the Block inside a month of portion and are to be 
typically occupant in the Block allocated. The 
settlers are likewise allowed to take up work outside 
the state with the authorization of Revenue 
Divisional Officer, subject to the condition that if by 
acknowledgment of the business, the homesteaders 
need to leave the place and to depend the square to 
a nearby relative who was capable to care for the 
issues of the Block.  
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